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Dr. Ahmed SalehDr. Ahmed Saleh
Head of EEIF

RDI Programme
Ministry of Higher Education & Scientific Research

A  Programme  of   the  Ministry of  Higher Education & Scientific Research funded  by  the European Union



EU-Egypt Innovation Fund (EEIF)

EEIF is the main component of the RDI 
Programme aiming at supporting innovation and 
technology transfer from research to business 
applications through competitive grants

1. The Fund supports and enhances Egyptian – European 
Partnership to enable technology transfer and innovation

2. The Fund supports cross-cutting projects initiated and 
run incollaboration between Industrial and Research 
sectors



Egypt’s Competitiveness 2008-2009
Based on the Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) 

WEF 2009                              Egypt ranked 81 out of 134 countries

Basic
 Require

ments Efficiency 

Enhancers

Innovation Factors



Egypt’s Ranking on Innovation 
Based on the Global Competitiveness Index (GCI) 

WEF 2009             Egypt remained ranked 67 out of 134 countries

Germany at the 
top. Egypt 
comes behind 
countries such 
as KSA, 
Tunisia, Oman, 
Turkey, Qatar, 
Jordan & UAE.



EU-Egypt Innovation Fund (EEIF)
A fund of 6.8 Million Euros to support research outputs exploitation and innovation 
with closer links to national and European industries.

Beneficiary: Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Implementation Period: started October 2007 (3 years)
Stakeholders: Researchers (Universities & Research centers), Industry & SMEs 
(public & private sectors), Entrepreneurs and NGOs

• Grants awarded on competitive bases through calls for proposals
• Grants support up to 90% of total cost of projects

Grants are divided into two different schemes

Scheme 1 Scheme 2
Allocated Budget €6 Million €0.8 Million
Projects’ size €100,000 - €500,000 €10,000 - €25,000
Project Duration 18 – 24 Months 6 -12 Months
Call for proposals 2 calls (May 08 & Nov 08) Open call - May 18, 2008
Submission deadline June 08 & Jan 09 4 deadlines 2008/09 (July 

17, Oct 16, Jan 22, April 16)



Total Number of Submitted Proposals (719)
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EU-Egypt Innovation Fund (EEIF)

Approach to Technology Transfer

� Partnership is mandatory between the research community and the 
industry in all Scheme 1 projects

� Establish and provide capacity building to several TTOs in multiple 
universities and research centers

� Encourage and support projects with European partners and those 
based on patents with commercialization potential 

� Finance awards for entrepreneurs and industry-related innovations

� Facilitate the introduction of new sciences and technologies to
vocational  schools and technical education (through Scheme 2)

� Promote the Faculty –for –Factory Scheme in the research community
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Scheme 1 Funded Projects (22)

Energy Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Innovative renewable energy driven-Multi stage Flash system with salts 400,000 
precipitator and Nano Filtration Feed water Pre-Treatment 
Beneficiaries: Alexandria University - Faculty of Engineering

Solarthermic Roof for Water Desalination and cooling 349,983
Beneficiaries: Helwan University

Sandwich Structures for Wind Turbine Blades 317,051
Beneficiaries: The British University in Egypt



Health Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Universal Red Blood Cell-Enzymatic conversation of blood group A & B antigens  
280,000

to blood group O (ECO)
Beneficiaries: Egyblood – VACSERA

Development of anti-hepatitis C virus (HCV) drug from blue green algae 224,808
Beneficiaries: PHARCO Pharmaceutical Company

Evidence based Telemedicine and decision support system for Remote 250,981
and Rural underserved regions in Egypt using e-Health platforms
Beneficiaries: Information Technology Institute (ITI)



Space Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Design and implementation of Pico satellite (EgyCubeSat 1) 336,000
Beneficiaries: National Authority for Remote Sensing & Space Sciences



Agriculture Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Traceability for Agriculture Competitiveness 370,955
Beneficiaries: North South Consultants Exchange

Commercial Production of Enhanced Bio-Control Agents for Combating Soil 233,959
Borne Pathogens In Egypt
Beneficiaries: LIBRA Company

Micro and Nanotechnology Based Wireless Sensors for Agriculture and Water 424,896
Management 
Beneficiaries: Silicon Vision



ICT Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Integrated High Resolution Optical MEMS Spectrometer 365,362
Beneficiaries: Si-Ware Systems

Scheme & Apparatus for Spreading & Facilitating Remote E-Services 350,014
Beneficiaries: EMAK for Computer Manufacturing (ECM)

Promating Egypt as the first Decimal Arithmetic Intellectual Property Cores 323,992
Provider for financial applications in the world
Beneficiaries: SilMinds



Environment Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Innovative, Environmental and Economic Rice Waste Management (Composite 132,093
material & active carbon made from rice straw & husks)
Beneficiaries: Kaha for Environmental and Agriculture Projects

Sunny Vehicles 246,975
Beneficiaries: AIRTEC Ltd.



Manufacturing Industries Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Development of Smart Integrated Bearings 389,814
Beneficiaries : RITEC

Acoustic Response Analysis of Oil & Gas pipelines Networks to prevent their 180,965
fatigue and failure 
Beneficiaries : Elnady Engineering & Agencies



Material and Energy Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)

Innovation Tracking System For Solar Energy Application 22,170
Beneficiaries: Prof. Radwan Hassan Abdel Hamid

Commercialization of Ferromanganese Nitrogen Alloy           20,997 
Beneficiaries: Central Metallurgical Research & Development Institute (CMRDI)

Multi-Layer Material Characterization and Depth Measurement System  19,902
Beneficiaries: The American University In Cairo

Scheme 2 Funded Projects (29)



Health Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)
Elimination of myoglobin from blood using IV filter 20,700
Beneficiaries: Dr. Amr Ali Al-Hossary

Designing and Manufacturing of dental extraction forceps with lock & pressure 19,620
controlling unit                                                
Beneficiaries: Dr. Yasser Fathi Hussein Ali

Uniform gel beads for covalent immobilization of penicillin G acylase For 22,500
production of semi-synthetic antibiotics on the semi-pilot scale
Beneficiaries: Organic Chemical Industries Division,  National Research Center



Education Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)
Innovation Award for Industrial Technical Secondary Schools     22,500
Beneficiaries: Industrial Modernization Centre (IMC)

In2nano 18,682
Beneficiaries: Dr. Mohamed M.S. Abdel Mottaleb

Let Me Think                                                    15,998
Beneficiaries: Alamia Publishing and Advertising (Sawy Culturewheel)



Agriculture Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)
Isolation of Powdery Mildew Resistance Gene(s) in Flax 24,829
Beneficiaries: Dr. Naglaa Abdel Monem Ashry

Initiation of the First Agriculture Technological Incubator in the New Valley 25,000 
Beneficiaries: Academy of Scientific Research and Technology

(Regional Research Center, El Kharga, New Valley)



Innovation Funded Projects Include Grant ( €)
Heliopolis Academy Innovation Award HAIA                        25,000
Beneficiaries: Heliopolis Academy, SEKEM Development Foundation (HA/SDF)

Promotion and Commercialization of Innovative patents, innovations through 20,000
connecting inventors with investors. (InVentCONNECT)        
Beneficiaries: ENSTINET

Establishment of Industrial Liaison Offices � 22,500
Beneficiaries: Alexandria University, Helwan University, CMRDI and Assiut University



EU-Egypt Innovation Fund (EEIF)

What’s next?
• Monitoring and mentoring funded projects

• Negotiations underway with EC for RDI 2 (to start 
in 2011)

• Local fund to bridge the gap

• Establish Innovation clusters and promote 
technology transfer in Egypt



The EEIF
is an initiative of the European Union 

Managed by the Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research

www.rdi.eg.net www.rdi.eg.net 


