9th Monitoring Committee Meeting

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE EUROMEDITERRANEAN PARTNERSHIP IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

1. Strategy

There is a compelling need for a coherent and integrated strategic approach for the development of the Euromediterranean partnership in the field of research and innovation. 

The Framework Programme is a valuable instrument but clearly insufficient to realize this vision.

2. Objectives

- Improve the Mediterranean Partners (MP) research and innovation systems with a view to underpin socioeconomic development.

- Facilitate concertation of policies at bilateral and multilateral levels taking full advantage of all instruments, in particular MEDA, develop synergies, and foster the systematic exchange of information, experience and mutual learning.

- Facilitate the access of MPs to European Research and Innovation Area initiatives, in particular, the access and utilisation of MP to the Framework Programme.

- Make better use of bilateral co-operation with a view to reinforce regional co-operation.

- Improve the international visibility of the MPs research community and mobilize MPs scientific expertise in international fora. 

- Improve knowledge flows, especially through the mobility of researchers.

3. Process

There is a need to create a mechanism to assist in the preparation and follow-up of the policy debate done within MoCo and assist MoCo in the monitoring of the co-operation, in particular in the implementation of the Action Plan.

This mechanism could be inspired by the Open Method of Co-ordination followed in the EU for the development of ERA. This method entails a voluntary co-ordination of actions and policies among member states based on regular exchange of information and setting of common objectives.

The creation of a MoCo co-ordination cell or the establishment of an ERA-Net scheme are possible co-ordination arrangements.
ACTION PLAN
With the objective of fostering a strong partnership in S&T between MP and the EU countries, a discussion has been opened among the MoCo members on how to maximize this partnership and, as a consequence, how to improve their participation in the different activities of FP6.  A prerequisite to achieve this objective is the strengthening of the national S&T policies and systems.  Several experiences, ideas, actions and instruments have been proposed and analyzed.  The result of this discussion lead to the preparation of an Action Plan. 

RDI system improvement by means of :

Content Building from the identification of needs in order to contribute to the socio-economic development

System Building, by creating the appropriate structures

-    Identification of short and medium term action points to reach these objectives.

CONTENT BUILDING AND IDENTIFICATION OF NEEDS

An RDI system is created when the Research and Technological Development are systematically used to provide solutions for well identified needs by the society. In a very basic approach, the following generic fields have been identified so far as of crucial importance for the well-being and sustainable development of the Mediterranean: 


Communication systems


Water 


Health

Innovation systems, pilot cases selected from success stories of INCO S&T projects

Cultural Heritage

Agriculture 

Energy, including renewable energies

Up to now the needs to improve the communication systems has been tackle by the EUMEDIS Program, which comes out after a lengthy negotiation but with a strong commitment of all stakeholders: governments, private companies, universities, etc, of all the Euro-Mediterranean countries. EUMEDIS is a case where a pilot system is built up on a consensus basis and responding to a regional need. 

BUILDING OF A CONSISTENT AND PERMANENT RDI SYSTEM
It needs the following elements: 

Human potential: Support the increase of skilled human resources in RDT in the Mediterranean Partner Countries by facilitating several action lines, specially the training of science policy makers in the MP, research administrators and young scientists and engineers. Considering the opportunities offered by the running FP6, the following two actions can be extensively used:

a.
The movement of European researchers to the MPs: this will be promoted by the Marie Curie Outgoing International Fellowships, in addition to  ongoing Member States efforts (e.g. the French Institute for Research and Development "IRD" research groups working  in several MPs). In this respect, a significant number of Marie Curie Outgoing International Fellowships should be envisaged to be allocated under FP6 to the MED region in a well targeted way. 

b.
The movement of Mediterranean Partner researchers to the Member States and Associated Candidate Countries’ research organizations: the Marie Curie Incoming International Fellowships of FP6 will serve this purpose. The reintegration of those researchers in their country of origin will be included in the allocated fellowships in order to encourage the researchers to plan the period of their stay in Europe within the framework of a coherent professional project and thus to build up the research capacity of their country of origin. A significant number of Marie Curie Incoming International Fellowships have to be targeted for allocation under FP6 to the MED region. 

The MoCo strongly recommend the Commission to preferably use these activities for the MP under FP VI. 

MP RDI System structure building 

The starting point is to identify who are the key institutional actors of the system. How they influence on it, and how they transmit the societal and economic needs to the decision making process. At the end of this process is important to know how they translate these needs in a concertation process leading to RDI working programs, including the identification of priorities in the EU-Med research programs.

It is important that in, parallel with these national system building process, a Mediterranean wide exercise of comparison and identification of good practices in information, financial and other managerial aspects will be set up, perhaps by using instruments similar to ERA-Net, which should be proposed by MoCo to the Commission. This activity can be a first step in the horizon of the MP benchmarking exercise.

The important exercise performed in Jordan and Morocco of RDI System Evaluation by external independent experts, and the subsequent reforms to improve performance, should be extended to other countries. The reforms include legal, administrative, financial aspects, the status of researchers, the organization of relationships between academic and entrepreneurial worlds, etc. Regional expert meetings and studies on these issues should take place in the near future. Simultaneously, it seems very useful to bring in more  experts of MP countries into the evaluation processes of the FP6 and more EU experts into similar processes of the MP's. 

A necessary step is the creation of an efficient information delivery relay system, including quality control, incorporating as many as possible relevant actors, e.g. chamber of commerce, Universities, industrial associations, different level of administration local/regional, and notably RDI end users. 

Also, support to regulation in favor of innovation, entrepreneurship, spin-off creation, venture capital, commercialization of results of projects and networks, and patents is needed. MoCo can propose the creation of a regional ad-hoc committee to provide an action plan for future initiatives on these issues and propose concrete coordination instruments. A specific example of an activity could be to create a database of patents in the region linked to the European databases. This could be promoted through the FP6 Specific Support Actions for international cooperation addressing Mediterranean S&T cooperation. 

MP RDI policy makers could be inspired by the use of pricing performance criteria for activities such as success in European Research Programmes, which has been successfully applied by Cyprus during its association to FP5. 

Connectivity and continuity
An RDI system is based on connectivity, whose driving forces are common interests and common objectives. Putting people together is sometimes the sources of innovative ideas. With scarce resources, the high ratio outcomes/costs is achieved by worth organizations and targeted networking. The continuity of the connection initiatives is a prerequisite to guarantee long term achievements in the building of partnership.  Twinning between institutions is a good instrument for training people and sharing knowledge.  

Creation of nodes of National Contact Points will foster future participation in the EU activities in RDI. These nodes could also co-ordinate with other nodes located in several of the Euro-Mediterranean countries in order to reach  critical mass. These activities, for the most part, will be promoted within the seven Priority Thematic Areas of Research and the ‘Specific activities’ covering a wider field of research’ of the 6th FP specific programme ‘Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area’, as well as under the ‘Specific Support Actions for international cooperation’. Community funding will be available for Mediterranean partner countries’ participation to all three activities mentioned above. These nodes will assist in the identification of bottlenecks for the participation in the FP6 activities.

The knowledge and integration of bilateral cooperation activities within this scheme of system building and networking is necessary to give consistence to the regional cooperation in RDI.

SHORT AND MEDIUM TERM ACTION POINTS
To implement the proposed Action Plan, the following concrete recommendations are proposed:

Short term action points

To make an intensive use of SSA engaging all MPs to foster the Content and System building process. To this end, the Commission should provide a relevant amount of resources. These activities should serve as seeds for permanent networks of specialist dealing with issues relevant to the euro-med S&T activities. The use to the maximum extend of the possibilities offered by the COST scheme should be explored. Another type of activities should include a permanent analysis of common indicators of performance in the management of RDI activities in the MPs. 

To ask the Commission to revise the eligibility criteria regarding the minimum number of MP participants in activities of the FP6 from 3 to 2 due to the change of eligible countries.

To ask the Commission to incorporate a section devoted to MoCo in the DG RTD web site.

MoCo asks the Commission to support the creation of a National Contact Point network in all the MP.  MoCo also asks the MP to identify contact persons in their respective countries for each Thematic Priority of the 6th FP, and provide this information through the MoCo page of the DG RTD web site mentioned above.

To improve synergies between bilateral, regional and multilateral cooperation projects and identify their good practice.  A specific meeting on this issue should be organized.

Medium term action points

 To define a set of problem oriented and/or pilot or demonstration projects in that geographical area linked to the priorities identified by the Euro-Mediterranean Committee for monitoring the S&T cooperation (MoCo) and the groups of experts of the region. Thematic priorities will be preferably aligned with the general priorities of FP6 and should focus on technological innovation. These activities will be funded for the most part by FP6 as well as by the bilateral co-operations between MS and Mediterranean partner Countries. The pilot or demonstration projects resulting from exploitable good results of the problem oriented projects, relevant to the global needs of the region, should be proposed to MEDA for financial and dissemination support.

To ask the EC to intensify funding instruments (e.g. MEDA, FP6, EIB) for the establishment of advanced electronic research and education networking in all MPs, to serve as a regional infrastructure for eScience collaborative applications (e.g. tele-teaching, Grid computing, virtual laboratories etc.)  This infrastructure should complement national, regional and European-wide efforts towards extending the European Research and Innovation Area to the whole Mediterranean basin providing high-quality connectivity to the Pan-European research and education network GEANT and a  platform for European Grid initiatives.  The Eumedconnect EUMEDIS project can serve as a starting point towards this end, which should be encouraged at the national and European levels.  Through projects of this nature, MPs will be stimulated to upgrade and organize their national research & education networking initiatives as enablers for scientific development in accordance and in collaboration with the pre-normative, non-competitive electronic communications infrastructures in the EU.

FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The MoCo should act as the discussion forum for the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership in Science, Technology and Innovation.  

Since MoCo usually meets once annually, an ad hoc group will function to follow the implementation of MoCo's conclusions and ensure the continuity of the work between the formal meetings.  The participation at the ad hoc group will be on voluntary basis with a balanced representation of EU MS and MPs.  The ad hoc group meetings can be convened by either the EU Presidency or the European Commission.  

Both EU member states and MPs express their commitment to the conclusions of the 9th MoCo meeting and in particular to the implementation of the agreed Action Plan. 
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